Webinar: 11 November, 2026, at 14:00 UTC/GMT

Hosted by Universidad del Valle with the collaboration of the Global Coalition on Informal Work*
Duration: 90 minutes
Were you planning to attend or participate online in the First International Conference on Informal Work that was postponed due to the extensive damage of the recent earthquake on the venue in Colombia?  Have you done or been thinking about the working conditions of the 60% of the global workforce that do not have a formal work contract or work outside the provisions for worker protection in your area? 
As a preview to the Conference, now expected to be held in 2027, the Universidad del Valle along with the Global Coalition on Informal Work* and its member organisations will offer a 90-minute webinar on 11th November 2027 with a few select topics from the planned program and a moderated discussion with selected keynote speakers and worker representatives. 
The webinar will give an introduction to the local conference team and main bodies supporting the conference, the theme of informal work and how the conference will be organised to give a voice to workers who rarely get noticed or are considered a problem to be solved.
Participation is open to all and free. Anyone interested can register for the webinar either at the Conference website at https://invessoft.app/evento/106 or via the Coalition's website at gciw.org.

Panelists:(each 10 mins)
· Dr Acran Salmen-Navarro is the President of the Global Coalition on Informal Worker Health Safety and Wellbeing (GCIW). He is an occupational medicine physician, ergonomist and researcher affiliated to the New York University Grossman School of Medicine. Dr Salmen-Navarro has a focus on population health for vulnerable workers with a global health perspective. He will introduce the work of the Global Coalition on Informal Work and its network. He will explain the importance of informal work to both the world economy and to researchers and practicioners.

· Prof. Carlos Andres Fandino Losada represents the University of Valle in Cali, Colombia where the First International Conference on Informal Work will take place. He is responsible for the ergonomics training program that has been educating Master and Doctoral students now for five years, drawing students from all over Latin America. He…(please add anything here that you think would help from your own experiences)…He will explain why the University of Valle offered to host the Conference and the work that has been done in Colombia to support informal workers.

· Christy Braham, Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO) (to be confirmed)

· Dr Mahinda Seneviratne (to be confirmed)

· Local keynote speaker (to be confirmed)

· Local informal worker representative (to be confirmed)


Moderator: 
· Dr Maggie Graf , European Ergonomist, immediate past IEA Secretary General, will  moderate a round table with representatives of the various organisations involved in the congress and selected keynote speakers to provide additional background about the conference and why and how they are involved. 
Participants: 
- Dr Mahinda Seneviratne
- representative from University of Valle
- local keynote speaker
- local worker representative
- one other?

Zoom Registration 
(Here we need the link to the registration page) https://sites.google.com/correounivalle.edu.co/iciw2026/home?pli=1&authuser=0
Registration is free to all interested people. Registration permits live interaction with the presenters via Q&A. The webinar will be recorded and published on YouTube.

*There has been a long-standing collaboration between the International Ergonomics Association (IEA), the International Commission on Occupational Health (ICOH) and the International Occupational Hygiene Associational (IOHA). Since 2025 these organisations have worked together to try to improve working conditions for informal workers. The Global Coalition on Informal Workers’ Health Safety and Well-being (GCIW) was formed as an umbrella organisation to coordinate their efforts. Since its inception other organisations with similar aims have joined. 

